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Artists’ Statement
Chemat Dorjey

Ladakh, my native land, has never been one full of professional contemporary artistes though art flows through it like
the mighty Zanskar. However, with those eye-popping colours and impossibly beautiful terrains it was unlikely that |
could suppress for too long the desire to take up art as my calling. My peers, friends, artists of standing and influence as
well as the indigenous art and culture of Ladakh fed my appetite further.

My biggest fear is that abject materialism will empty us of our foundations. To preserve the same, | have always wanted
to look at my own land’ s history and culture as explored by historians, archaeologists, artists and other discerning
intellectuals. The theme of my art works in these particular series of paintings hence depict “TOR MA” Tor “means to
break up, scatter, or cast away. During a ritual, all the obscurations, impurity, evil influences, and negativity are cast
away. Simultaneously, the practitioners offer up all excellent substances, giving them away to all sentient beings to

overcome habitual stinginess. The motivation is said to be the love like that of a mother, Ma.

My artwork explores the profound significance of rituals in Buddhist practice, weaving together symbolism, community,
and mindfulness. Through vibrant colors and evocative forms, | aim to capture the essence of rituals as a language that
expresses our deepest human connections and spiritual aspirations. By embracing the beauty and power of rituals, |
invite viewers to contemplate the transformative potential of these sacred acts.

As an artist, my ambition is to push the boundaries of creative expression by exploring diverse materials and techniques.
I've chosen paper mache, mineral pigments, and oxide colors to craft these series of art works that reflect my fascination
with the intersection of tradition and modernity.

My artistic journey has been deeply influenced by my engagement with the community in Ladakh. Through my work, |
aim to not only understand the cultural significance of art in this region but also to meaningfully communicate its
importance to a wider audience. While drawing inspiration from traditional and religious Ladakhi art forms and culture ,

| strive to develop a distinct contemporary vocabulary that reflects my own vision and creative voice.

Chemat Dorjey

Artist

Born in 1989 in Sakti Village.

Since student days, the artist has received numerous awards and is recognized as part of the first generation of
contemporary artists in Ladakh. Expanding the field of sculpture, they express the beauty inherent in Ladakh’ s history,
heritage, and culture using diverse materials such as metal, thread, papier-maché, and pigments—creating a unique
artistic world. In 2017, they established Spindle Art Studio & Gallery in the old town of Leh.
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Invocation of Protection
Chemat Dorjey

Mineral pigments, Paper mache and oxide on paper

This piece embodies the sacred ritual of invoking
protection and guidance from benevolent forces.
The artwork is inspired by the ancient Tibetan
Buddhist tradition of offering smoke and torma
to solicit the aid of guardian deities.

The swirling smoke and vibrant torma offerings
are symbolic of the artist's plea for protection,
companionship, and obstacle-free passage. The
artwork serves as a reminder of the
interconnectedness of all beings and the

importance of seeking harmony with the world.
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An offering of Nectar
Chemat Dorjey

Mineral pigments, Paper mache and oxide on paper

A intricately decorated artwork , symbolizing an
offering of nectar, is suspended amidst a
dreamscape of natural elements: earth, rocks,
trees, and water. The surrounding environment is
juxtaposed with human actions that disrupt the
balance of nature, such as pollution and

destruction.

The artwork is a call to mindfulness, urging us to
acknowledge the harm inflicted upon the natural
world and its inhabitants. Through the ritual of
offering, we seek forgiveness, healing, and

harmony with the elemental spirits.
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Pacifying the Lu
Chemat Dorjey

Mineral pigments, Paper mache and oxide on paper

This immersive artwork is inspired by the ancient
Tibetan Buddhist ritual of offering torma to the
lu, elemental spirits believed to inhabit the
natural world. The piece invites viewers to
contemplate the interconnectedness of human

and environmental well being.
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Transmuting Poison into Wisdom
Chemat Dorjey
Mineral pigments, Paper mache and oxide on paper

Inspired by the majestic peacock, this artwork
embodies the transformative power of the
bodhisattva's mind. Like the peacock's ability to
thrive on poisonous plants, the bodhisattva
converts the toxic emotions of ignorance, desire,

and hatred into wisdom and compassion.

Through vibrant colors and symbolic imagery, |
represent the peacock's transmutation of poison
into beauty and health, mirroring the
bodhisattva's journey towards enlightenment.
This artwork serves as a reminder that even in the
midst of adversity, we can transform our
experiences into opportunities for growth,

wisdom, and liberation.
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Embodying the Dharma
Chemat Dorjey

Mineral pigments, Paper mache and oxide on paper

This artwork explores the rich symbolism of
Buddhist tradition, delving into the evolution of
its visual language over time. From ancient,
pre-Buddhist motifs to modern icons like the
Buddhist flag, | examine how these symbols
convey the core values of the faith.

Inspired by the intersections of art, culture, and
spirituality, | create pieces that not only reflect
the aesthetic beauty of Buddhist symbolism but
also invite the viewer to contemplate its deeper
significance. By incorporating traditional motifs
and modern interpretations, This artwork aims to

embody the timeless wisdom of the Dharma.
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Harmony and Compassion
Chemat Dorjey

Mineral pigments, Paper mache and oxide on paper

In this serene and enchanting artwork, a majestic
deer is depicted in a lush landscape, symbolizing
harmony with nature and the fearlessness of the
pure land. Inspired by Tibetan Buddhist tradition,
this piece captures the essence of the deer as a
representation of cessation, freedom, and
compassion.

The deer's gentle gaze and graceful demeanor
evoke the beloved and compassionate nature of
the bodhisattva Avalokoteshvara, often depicted
with a green turquoise-colored deer skin. This
artwork embodies the qualities of harmony,
happiness, loyalty, and stability, inviting the

viewer to absorb the peaceful energy of the deer.
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Transcending Boundaries
Chemat Dorjey

Mineral pigments, Paper mache and oxide on paper

In my artistic exploration of Tibetan Buddhist
traditions, | delve into the profound symbolism of
torma offerings. These sacred rituals transcend
the boundaries of physical and spiritual realms,
inviting us to embody the qualities of generosity,

discipline, patience, and joyful effort.

Through this artwork, | aim to capture the
essence of torma offerings as a means to
cultivate selflessness, conquer ego, and realize
the impermanent nature of existence. By
representing the secret torma - the offering of
the body — | aspire to convey the transformative
power of surrendering attachment to the self.
Ultimately, this art work seeks to inspire a deeper
understanding of the interconnectedness of all
beings and the world around us, encouraging
viewers to embody the principles of compassion,

wisdom, and generosity.
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Warding Off Obstacles
Chemat Dorjey

Mineral pigments, Paper mache and oxide on paper

This art work represents the Gektor torma, a
traditional Tibetan Buddhist offering used to
ward off obstructing evil forces. The human form
and the riders appended to the torma symbolizes
the light of wisdom, guiding practitioners

through spiritual practice.

By offering the Gektor, practitioners entice and
expel negative influences, safeguarding the
sacred space and ensuring an unobstructed path
to enlightenment. This artwork embodies the
ancient ritual's essence, inviting viewers to
contemplate the interconnectedness of spiritual

growth and the environment.
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